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5-country projects bring the

5-country biosphere reserve to life



Amazon of Europe 
Bike Trail

Extension project
2020-22: Amazing
Amazon of Europe

River- and floodplain revitalization
DRAVA LIFE, WISE DRAVA LIFE



Guidelines for a dynamic river corridor
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lifeline MDD
Protecting and restoring ecological connectivity in the Mura-
Drava-Danube river corridor through cross-sectoral 
cooperation

• Official project start

01.07.2020

• Duration: 30 months

– 30.12.2022

• Budget: 2 987 788,53 €

• EU-funding: 85% 
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Living waters

Living river
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Synthesis report 
on science-based 
needs for actions

Living sediment





© G.SafarekCross-sectoral restoration of connectivity



Pilot restoration measures
Important stepstones for the river corridor

Pilot site Mura river (Austria)
• Enhancement of an old river branch 

reconnection 
• New side channel
• Restructuring of the river bank

Pilot site Danube backwaters (Serbia)
• Improvement of the water management & 

retention in the floodplain and oxbows on 
Serbian Danube floodplains

Pilot site Mura river (Slovenia)
• Riverbed widening and 

lateral sediment mobilization
• New side channel

• Removal of river bank
protection

Photos: Ante Gugic, IRSNC



River Restoration Toolbox
Goal: decision-support and planning tool for water management 
and nature protection institutions within the TBR MDD 



TBR MDD River Restoration Strategy

• Based on the River Restoration Toolbox and the Synthesis 
report 

• Commitment to
• Support each other

• Work towards the implementation of a functional 5-country Biosphere 
Reserve "Mura-Drava-Danube“

• Consider the proposed actions and recommendations in the “Synthesis 
Report on science based needs for action” and the “River Restoration 
Toolbox” as a basis for future restoration plans & activities 

• Participate in future transboundary projects for the practical 
implementation of the TBR MDD



Study Visit



Living Minds





Living Cooperation

© WWF



Benefit for
nature and

people

River 
restoration

strategy
implemented

Connectivity & 
biodiversity

within MDD river
corridor

improved

Visions




